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Social Ministry students with the statue of Gandhi at the Canadian Museum of Human Rights

Let Your Whole Life Speak

It all began with an unsettling year of
mid-life changes.

Kim McNaughton had been involved
in her local church as a member of
the Board and Sunday school/youth
group leader for decades. So she
went to a Naramata summer session
expecting to gain new skills for her
volunteer work. Instead, she had a
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burning bush experience. Kim says,
"I realized there is more to church for
me than wanting to help keep the
organization going. This experience
revealed that my faith has long been
a deep part of my whole life.”

It brought Kim face to face with
questions about how God fit in. Was
her spiritual life a sideline or a
priority? It became clear to her.
“God revealed to me that spirituality
is my passion. | couldn’t stay the
same and do the same things. |
wanted to be identified with God as |
walk in the world.”

Kim realized that she was being
called to something larger, but to
what? At first she was quite certain
ordained ministry was her vocation
because it seemed to be the way
with the most options. She began a
year of undergrad courses as
preparation for entry into VST, but in
spite of feeling excited to go to
school, she struggled with her
studies.
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New Program Staff

CCS welcomed and covenanted with Janet
Ross and David Lappano at our open house
in January.

CCS Annual General Meeting
Thursday, Feb. 18 at 6pm CST.
Join us on Feb 18 in person at 60 Maryland in
Winnipeg, or by phone. Email Cheryl -
office@ccsonline.ca - for conference call
info. (The Annual Report will be on the CCS
website by mid-February.)

Companions of the Centre

Stan McKay and Jim Boyles will be named
as Companions of the Centre at the Annual
Service of Celebration (April 10, 2016).
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Let Your Whole Life Speak (cont’d)
Kim had been so sure this is what she
was supposed to be doing, so why
was she paralyzed by anxiety? Was
she even called to ministry?

There was much spiritual wrestling
to be done. Kim talked to everyone
she could think of. One of those
confidantes was her niece, Tif, who
was already a student at CCS. Tif
suggested Kim reconsider diaconal
ministry — it might be a better fit. So
Kim attended the Leadership
Development Module at CCS as a
form of discernment.

48 hours into the program, she
had a feeling of peace, like she’d
shed a constricting skin that
allowed her to breathe again.
There was a sense of rightness
about being there that made her
realize some things about herself.
She’s an action person, with a
heart for social justice. She's often
said, "l just want to serve.”
Though the school work is still a
struggle, she feels accompanied.
The anxiety is gone!

While the educational path seems
right, there are still complications.
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Kim hopes she will eventually be
called to her home church, which is
an Anglican/United shared ministry.
But ordained leadership is the norm.
In spite of that obstacle, Kim is
learning to trust God that “a way will
be made”. She sees it as a hopeful
sign that the Diocese gave her a
grant towards her studies at CCS!

Kim gives thanks for being at CCS.
She feels an overwhelming sense of
support, in part because of friends of
CCS like you who sustain the
program with your gifts and who
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“...a way
will be;made...”

Do you want to go faster?

At the Social Ministry Learning Circle, Lyn
McGrathused art to reflean her
experience déarning about Truth and
ReconciliationHer pictureshows an
amusement parkwhere at firsshe hoped
she wouldn’'t be “te
rides. Therwameuncomfortable feelings
and spiritual turmoil on learning about the
consequences of colonialigmakingher
want to leave the amusement paghe
realized that we have many companions
whenthe ridegets scary.Shebegan to
empathiz, seeing herself as part of a
learning community that works towards
naming and removing barriers in places lil
her field placement.

have made student bursaries
available to meet some of her
expenses in this first year of study.

CCS has new “calling cards” which you
can use to encourage someone in their
vocation — for ministry, or service, or
whatever —and let them know that you
see gifts in them. The world needs faith-
filled leaders, and you can help by
tapping someone on the shoulder.
Contact us today to order a stack.



First
Impressions

New CCS Program Staff member
David Lappano’s first learning circle
was a chance to embrace his role as
teacher-learner. Not only did he
have things to offer but he received
from others who had spent more
time in that context.

David was awakened to unexpected
strengths in students, which at first
seemed out of character. He noticed
that the learning environment
offered them opportunities to shine.
One example was a student whose
amazing humour in a drama lit up
the room.

GIVEMEA ...
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He was surprised by the amount of
open reflection on learning and
ongoing evaluation of the process.
Nothing was done without thinking
about its effect.

David recognized
the intensity of
the learning but
also to the
importance of
leaving space,
both within the
circle and away
fromit.

In contrast to
other teaching
experiences,
where he was
“the person who

knows"” at the front of a class, David
found himself supported within a
community of shared learning.

David Lappano and the CCS fe
Social Ministry learning circle
October 2015
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Ten Days in China

In November and December, 2015, CCS principal Maylanne
Maybee and CCS student Tif McNaughton were part of a
United Church delegation to China, meeting with leaders

and members of the Protestant church there.

A heartfelt “thank you” to each one of you who donated

to CCS this year!

You gave:

1 $8,567tothe Ted Dodd Fund for Leadership

I $114,826 to the General Fund

9  $10,134 to the Endowment Fund

1 ($32,553 of these gifts came in through our
Annual Campaign and $44,963 came through
monthly PAR donations, and $4,672 through

Canada Helps)

And it doesn't stop there!

You not only supported CCS with your gifts, you spread
the word about CCS, and you prayed for CCS students.
You are CCS cheerleaders and for this we are truly

grateful.

Yay You!

You can read
more about Tif
and Maylanne’s
trip on the CCS
website —
ccsonline.ca/
2015/12/
ten-days-in-
china/ -

or watch a video
of the Second
Fridays
presentation by
Maylanne and
delegation
member Sharon
Wilson —

https://youtu.be/

NfQizsyHkbM
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PASSAGES

We remember those
grads (CCS, AWTC
and UCTS) who have
recently passed
away...

Kay Pearson:

former CCS staff
Daphne Woodal :
ACC grad 1960
Willa Kernen :
Kay Pearson ucc grad 1953

Heather

Gleeson:

UCC grad 1967

Junghee Park :
UCC grad 2005

Junghee Park

SCHOLARSHIPS

We have money for you!

CCS students and graduates, are you
pursuing post-graduate studies in religious
studies or religious education? Have you
checked out the Myers and Rutherford
scholarships on the CCS website? The
deadline for application is April 15, 2016.
Applications can be sent to the Awards
Committee care of Istewart@ccsonline.ca.

The Centre for
Christian Studies

60 Maryland Street
Winnipeg, MB, R3G 1K7
204.783.4490
info@ccsonline.ca
www.ccsonline.ca

Learning on Purposeis the Centre

for Christian Studies’ 2-week
intensive leadership development
module. (If you're familiar with the
LDM —this is the LDM

For more information, or to apply
online, visit the CCS website...

ccsonline.ca/program/
leadership-development/

Learning on Purpose

Changing Leadership for a Changing World

Learning on Purposea practical,
holistic, hands-on, learning
community experience, and those
who take it come out feeling
transformed (in a good way!).

In 2016 Learning on Purposeéll be
offered:

June 13-25, 2016

in Toronto, Ontario

August 15-27, 2016

in Winnipeg, Manitoba

fw"’!

At Learning on Purpose you will...

Explore models of leadership and
approaches to theology, education,
pastoral care, and social justice that
empower and create change.

Discover yourself as a learnerin a
community of learners.

Practice skills for building and
maintaining community — group
facilitation processes, dealing with
conflict, goal-setting and planning.

Connect your real-life experience
with theological themes, and explore
spiritual practices and reflection to
support faithful action.

Tuition Cost: $1400+

* Food and accommodations not included.
Bursaries available.

Who should take part in Learning on Purpose?

@ You, if you want to improve your
skills for leadership in the church or
community

@ You, if you have been leading for a
while but want to be more
intentional, more confident, or more
inspired

@ You, if feel called to Christian ministry,
/ especially diaconal ministry

You, if you're trying to figure out if you're called, or
wanting to test out CCS’s style of education

You, if you're looking for a meeting place between
your faith and your hunger for justice and change


http://www.ccsonline.ca/

